“Earth provides enough to satisfy every man's needs, but not every man's greed.”
— Mahatma Gandhi

“No man is an island, entire of itself; every man is a piece of the continent, a part of the
main.”

— John Donne, No man is an island — A selection from the prose

“The earth is always changing...readjusting to our existence. Each era is full of unique
challenges”— Val Uchendu

After a somewhat odd winter that gave us all four seasons, sometimes in a single
day, spring has sprung and with it, | wanted to cover some residential preparation basics in
the following pages.

Spring cleaning is a wonderful way to get into the flow of a new year, but what do we
do with the clutter we’ve accumulated over the previous year? Last April, the District,
along with the help of J. Torres Company implemented a State mandated effort to divert
organic materials from reaching our landfill. The goal continues to focus on diverting
organic materials which includes food waste, landscape material, pruning trimmings,
lumber, wood, manure, cardboard, paper products, printing and writing paper, and other
plant and animal-based products.

As a resident of Golden Hills, you have two options available for the disposal of solid
waste from your property: self-hauling and J. Torres Company. If you choose not to take
advantage of the great service and convenience J. Torres Company offers and plan to
continue self-hauling your solid waste to our local landfill, you will still be required to abide
by the new recycling mandates and are subject to the punishments for non-compliance
listed in Ordinance No. 32 which is available for review on our website.

Fire hazard clearance has always been a fact of life up here on the mountain, but
recent events really solidify the importance. The Kern County Fire Department is our main
resource for fire prevention and protection and | have provided detailed information from
this vital agency in the following pages to help educate and motivate everyone to do their
part to prevent a major catastrophe.

Kern County Code Compliance is also a great resource to help maintain Community
standards. The mission of the Code Compliance Division is to work in partnership with the
people of Kern County to promote health and safety by enforcing regulations such as illegal
signs, continuous yard sales, illegal dumping, surfacing sewage, occupied recreational



vehicles, abandoned and/or inoperable vehicles, and excessive storage of non-permitted
miscellaneous items to name a few. More information on violations and filing a complaint
can be found on https://www.kernpublicworks.com/services/development/code-
compliance or by calling 661-326-3712.

Illegal food and retail vending has been a concern recently within Golden Hills. As
with most things, there is a right way and a wrong way to do things. In Kern County, food
vendors without permits pose a risk to public health, particularly concerning foodborne
illnesses. Unlicensed vendors may operate without proper food handling standards,
potentially leading to contaminated food and increased risk of illness. Kern County has
seen a considerable number of foodborne illness cases, some of which could be linked to
unlicensed vendors. Common foodborne illnesses include Campylobacteriosis,
Salmonellosis, and Shigellosis.

Unlicensed vendors are not subject to regular inspections, making it harder to
ensure food safety standards are met. Kern County Health officials encourage the public to
check for environmental health permits on food vendor vehicles and to report any
suspected unlicensed vendors. The public can report unlicensed food vendors using the
Safe Diner app or by contacting the Kern County Public Health Services Department.

Again, “no man is anisland” and no single agency can carry the entire burden of
ensuring public safety, so the GHCSD works in collaboration with the Kern County Fire
Department, Kern County Code Compliance, Kern County Public Works, and Kern County
Public Health to ensure the residents of Golden Hills have access to vital resources to keep
them safe. As a Kern County resident, | encourage you to take advantage of the services
offered by these agencies and if you need a liaison, the GHCSD is more than happy to step
in and relay whatever concern you have to the appropriate agency.
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