The seasons are what a symphony ought to be: four perfect movements in harmony with
each other. — Arthur Rubinstein

Nature gives to every time and season unique beauty; from morning to night, as from the
cradle to the grave, it’s just a succession of changes so soft and comfortable that we hardly
notice the progress. — Charles Dickens

Another Tehachapi summer has closed and with that, the arrival of shorter days and
colder temperatures. “The Land of Four Seasons” as this little mountain town is so often
described offers such a diverse climate, but also brings a variety of challenges as well. A
hot cup of coffee, enjoyed on a cool crisp morning is something a lot of residents look
forward to, but the moment the kitchen faucet fails to produce the needed water for said
brew, panic sets in. The mind begins to race; “How will | take a shower before work?” “Is
there something wrong with my water bill?”, or “Why did they shut off my water?”.

Most of the calls we receive during winter concerning lack of water directly coincide
with the first real cold snap of the winter season. While 32 degrees is the freezing
benchmark, when the overnight lows get below 24 degrees, our phones begin to light up
with alarmed residents. Most cases concerning lack of water fix themselves when the sun
creeps up high enough in the sky to unfreeze external pipes, but occasionally we get the
catastrophic call where a pipe has ruptured and the resident is unable to stop the flow of
water.

Winterizing tips help residents prepare their homes for these expected colder
temperatures. Frigid weather can wreak havoc on pipes and the consequences of
neglecting plumbing maintenance at this time of year can be particularly costly, both in
home repairs and higher water bills.

Avoid these issues and protect your home by taking the time to perform these quick
winterizing tips for your plumbing system.

Outdoor Plumbing Winterization Tips

e Disconnect hoses. Remove and drain all exterior hoses. Leaving them
connected can result in the formation of ice, leading to a build-up of pressure
inindoor water lines and a potential leak or break.

e Drain water lines. Turn off the water supply to outdoor faucets and irrigation
systems and drain any remaining water by opening the taps until they run dry.

e Dress up faucets. Protect outdoor pipes from freezing temperatures by
insulating them with an outdoor faucet sock.



Insulate all outdoor water pipe that is exposed to the elements. Insulation
can be purchased at the local home improvement stores.

Indoor Plumbing Winterization Tips

We are not in the habit of recommending residents waste water, but if the
weather forecast is calling for extremely low temperatures, try the following:
One of the best plumbing winterization tips is as easy as turning on the
faucet. Since moving water tends not to freeze, open taps to allow cold water
to trickle out. Employ this strategy during an extended cold snhap, or overnight
when temperatures are at their lowest.

Insulate pipes. Plumbing that runs through exterior walls or uninsulated
spaces such as the crawl space or attic needs an added layer of protection.
Worap pipes in foam insulation, ideally with a layer of electrical tape
underneath.

Mind the temperature. Don’t let interior temperatures dip below 55 degrees if
extremely low external temperatures are in the forecast. If you have a zoned
system, adjust all thermostats accordingly.

Circulate warm air. Open cabinet doors beneath kitchen and bathroom sinks
to allow warm air to reach the pipes.



e Keep out the cold. Keep the garage door closed to prevent cold air from
affecting the plumbing on bordering walls.

e Seal air leaks. Even the smallest hole can allow enough cold air in to freeze
pipes. Check for leaks around doors, windows, exterior wall sockets and
switches, electrical wiring and plumbing. Seal leaks with caulking,
weatherstripping or insulation where needed.

e Apply weatherstripping to windows and doors

e Caulk around windows and door frames

e Place foam gaskets behind outlet covers and switch plates

e Sealleaks around your chimney as well as furnace and water heater vents
using fire-resistant materials.

e Freezing that occurs in outside sources can damage interior plumbing.
Winterizing tips keep these components in good shape and protect your
home’s plumbing system.

As the age-old idiom goes, “An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure”.
District staff is always available to help locate your meter box and identify any customer
installed shut off devices you may have. If the “worst case” scenario does occur and you
need immediate emergency assistance to stop the flow of water, call the District at 661-
822-3064 and we will dispatch a staff member to assist. Because the water system never
sleeps, we ensure District staff is available 24 hours a day to respond to any and all
emergency situations.



