The Current Water Landscape in Golden Hills:

As long as the water flows through the faucet, most people do not take the time to
investigate the how and the where of the journey water takes to make its way into their
home. Tehachapiis extremely unique in that we are home to three of the 29 adjudicated
water basins established throughout California. It should be noted that the primary
objective of an adjudication is to provide a proportionate share of the available
groundwater to the users within a water basin so it can be extracted without having adverse
effects to existing groundwater supplies. The last 50+ years of water history are
summarized below:

“Prior to the early 1970’s, the Tehachapi, Cummings, and Brite Valley ground water
basins each experienced significant groundwater overdraft due to excessive
pumping. In 1965, the Tehachapi-Cummings County Water District (TCCWD) was
formed with the purpose of finding solutions to the groundwater overdraft and water
shortage problems in the three basins. On October 3, 1966, TCCWD filed separate
adjudication actions for each basin. On December 16, 1966, TCCWD signed two
contracts with the Kern County Water Agency for entitlements to State Water Project
(SWP) water. The first contract was for an annual entitlement of 5,000 acre-feet (AF)
of surface water for agricultural users and the second contract was for an annual
entitlement of 15,000 AF for municipal and industrial (M&l) users. During 1971, an
adjudication judgment was officially filed by the court and local voters also
approved a federal loan and general obligation bond to construct a water system to
import State Water Project (SWP) water into TCCWD. Construction of the water
conveyance system began in 1972 and TCCWD started receiving SWP water during
1974. Around the same time, an amendment to the adjudication judgment was filed
naming TCCWD as the watermaster for the Tehachapi Groundwater Basin. The
purpose of the watermaster was to restrict annual extractions from the Tehachapi
Groundwater Basin to its court-determined safe yield of 5,500 acre-feet per year
(AFY). With the adjudication of the Tehachapi Groundwater Basin and the
importation of SWP water, groundwater levels in the Basin began to stabilize during
the 1970s and have steadily increased from 1980 to 2000”.

(Tehachapi-Cummings County Water District June 2009 (Project No. 3267.003)

Since the late 90’s, the Golden Hills Community Services District (GHCSD) has
relied solely on groundwater wells to produce sufficient potable water to quench consumer
demand. The newest well developed by the District was the Steuber well completed during
the summer of 2017. This wellis by far the largest producing well we operate providing over
650 gpm at peak demand with a price tag upwards of $1,500,000.00, half of which was



provided by grants. In a constant effort to ensure our water distribution system will
continue to meet the current and future water demands of the residents of Golden Hills
with the highest quality groundwater, staff began working with our engineering firm, Provost
& Pritchard Consulting Group last summer, to design, install, and connect at least one new
potable water supply well.

The proposed well is located in the Salvage Area within the Tehachapi Basin
adjudication (more information can be found at WWW.TCCWD.COM). The Salvage Area is
beneficial to the GHCSD in that any water we extract from this area does not count against
our prescribed water rights, saving us from acquiring supplemental SWP water which we
purchase from TCCWD or purchase new water rights which are becoming more difficult to
come by.

After the final design phase of the new well(s)was completed by Provost & Pritchard
Consulting Group, The Request for Bids (RFP) were issued during the last week in January.
In general, the Work would consist of the drilling of three test holes and construction of at
least one new water production well, (hopefully three), to include the conductor casing,
blank and perforated well casing, annular seal, and appurtenances.

A non-mandatory pre-bid meeting and project site tour was held on February 13,
2024, at the District Office. Contractors were encouraged to personally examine the project
site prior to bidding. Upon review of the submitted bids, Provost & Pritchard Consulting
Group made a bid recommendation to the GHCSD Board of Directors, at the March Board
meeting (Thursday, March 21st @ 6 pm)

After careful review of the recommendation , the GHCSD Board of Directors voted to
award the winning bid to Hearn Ritchison Drilling LLC with the apparent low bid at eight
hundred seventy-five thousand five hundred seventy-five dollars ($875,575.00). Note that
the bid was for drilling up to 3 groundwater wells; should sufficient water quality and
capacity only be found with 1 or 2 wells, the contract cost will be reduced.

A Notice to Proceed (NTP) was signed on May 6" and drilling of the test wells
commenced shortly after. We are awaiting water quality results from the test wells and will
hopefully have an update on the progress made for the next issue of the Golden Hills
Gazette.

GHCSD staff is excited to be able to participate in the entire well creation process
from start to finish and look forward to the end result of bringing a new potable water
supply well online that decreases our need of SWP water. Staff has had atremendous
amount of collaborative input in the design process so far and we appreciate the supreme



diligence and professionalism shown by Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group as well as
the hard work and dedication from Hearn Ritchison Drilling LLC.
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